A case of thoracic degloving injury with flail chest.
A 75-year-old male patient suffered a chest degloving injury when he fell on his back and was run over by a small farm tractor he was pulling. At the time of patient admission, the paradoxical motion of the right chest wall was remarkable; and he had an open fracture of the right humerus, a dislocation of the right ankle, and a laceration of the right forearm. Chest computed tomography revealed fractures of the fifth to seventh ribs and detachment of both the right pectoralis major muscle and serratus anterior muscle from the chest wall, with a disconnected right thoracic cavity. Because the right flail chest was severe and there was a large amount of air leakage that continued under positive-pressure ventilation for pneumatic stabilization, we performed surgical fixation of the ribs and repaired the lung injury on the fifth hospital day. The patient's postoperative course was uneventful.